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AFTER THE NAME CHANGE 

Where Do We Go From Here? 

Joseph Pleck 


The recent ballot on our organization's name, 
conducted earlier this spring and reported in 
this issue of Brother , resolves the question of 
what our name is: The National Organization for 
Changing Men (NOCM). Settling this issue is a 
significant step for us. 

The energy which previously has been occupied 
by this issue can now be used for other organ¬ 
izational purposes. It is now possible for us 
to apply for non-profit, tax-exempt status--a 
basic organizational step that had to be deferred 
until we had definitively chosen a name. 

Our new name (NOCM) also expresses certain 
important choices. By adopting this name, we have 
decided not to accept the obvious analogy to the 
National Organization for Women which our previous 
name (NOM) implied. 

Our new name also reflects a choice not to 
spend scarce resources to fight Sidney Siller 
in court for the rights to our old name, a fight 
we would probably ultimately have lost because 
Siller has formally registered the name in New 
York State. 

By choosing our new name, our organization 
has also decided to make itself more accessible 
to "mainstream" men than the other alternative 
(the National Organization for Men Against Sexism) 
would have. 


We should feel some pride and clarity in 

having made these choices. At the same time, we 
should consider that although it often seemed 
like there was a lot of controversy about the 
name within the organization, only a minority 
of the members actually voted (182, or 33%). This 
may not be necessarily bad. The final decision 
represents the collective wisdom of the 182 people 
who were most concerned about the issue. 

Having made the choices that our new name 

represents, where do we go from here? What are 

the main issues which define the future choices 
we have to make as an organization? There seem 

to be two main categories: issues of style and 
issues of substance . 

The style issue is basically the question 
of how counter-cultural our conferences, pub¬ 
lications, and actions should be. This is one 
of the main issues underlying the negative reaction 
among some NOCM members to the choice of a hotel 
rather than a college campus as the site of the 
Washington conference (as well as to the choice 
of a major city rather than a more rural setting). 
Some feel that we will lose our unique chararcter 
by meeting in a Washington hotel. 

-Continued on next page 
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Continued from front page... 

There are some practical reasons for the 
hotel for this conference. Washington was the 
location of the group most able to sponsor the 
current conference; a reasonably-priced, appropriate 
college site was not available in that city. But 
the hotel is not just a pragmatic compromise. 

Using a hotel may make it easier for mainstream 

men to find us. It might help us break out of 
the "men's liberation ghetto" (in Sidney Miller's 
phrase ) . 

Another expression of the style issue is 
Michael Biernbaum's criticism of the Ann Arbor 
conference (in a recent issue of M^) for having 
large group sessions in an auditorium, with a 
structured agenda and a dichotomy between presenters 
and audience. Most of those involved in planning 

the conferences or working in NOCM, however, take 
the view that while traditional organizational 
forms can be terrible masters, they can be useful 
and necessary tools. 

The substance issue is basically about the 

degree of emphasis on the pro-feminist position 
and the gay-afirmative position in our larger 
perspective, and whether and in what sense we 
take a pro-male position. The vehicle for clarifying 
and building consensus around a substantive per¬ 
spective within the organization will be NOCM's 
Statement of Principles, which is now in the begin¬ 
ning stages of development. 

In making decisions as an organization about 
these issues, we should keep in mind that NOCM 
is only one part of the men's movement. In addition 
to NOCM, there are now numerous local and regional 
organizations (many sponsoring publications), 
as well as a major independent national publication 
(MO . This group of organizations together, not 
just the NOCM, constitute and define the organized 
part of the anti-sexist men's movement. 

This recognition has several implications. 
Men's movement organizations will, inevitably, 
vary along the style and substance dimensions. 
Regional and local groups necessarily adapt to 
local needs. Does anyone fault this? One of NOCM's 
main objectives is to reach out effectively to 
average men. Would it be so terrible if, as a 
result, the NOCM were somewhat more mainstream 
and less counter-cultural than our regional and 
local organizations? Is not a somewhat more main¬ 
stream organization in fact needed to provide 
a balance to the otherwise overwhelming predominance 
of more counter-cultural groups in our movement? 
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Co-Chair 

Report 


Don Long 
Tom Mosmiller 
Harold Wells 


First off, the BIG news: After polling our 
membership, we are pleased to announce that the 
name of our organization is now the National Org¬ 
anization for Changing Men (NOCM). Votes were 
tallied in a two-stage process after receiving 
responses from 33% of the membership. In the first 
stage, NOCM, NOM, and NOMAS (National Organization 
of Men Against Sexism) were the choices; the second- 
stage a run-off between the top two vote getters, 
splitting the second choices from the third place 
name, yielded the following results: NOCM received 
104 votes and NOMAS received 58 votes. So by an 
almost 2 to 1 margin, our new name is National 
Organization for Changing Men. 

There are a number of organizational develop¬ 
ments that are newsworthy. We have joined forces 

with M. Magazine to develop a National Men's Move¬ 
ment Mailing List. Originally compiled by M. , 
the list currently has 7,000 names and is being 
updated by George Loveland. Ron Smith (from NOCM) 
and Mike Biernbaum (from M_^) have also been involved. 

Most of you will soon receive (if you haven't 
already) a Dues Renewal mailing. We have set the 

membership year from 1 May to 30 April, so dues 

are due each May Day. Dues are set currently at 
$25 per year ($15 hardship). There are special 
provisions for those who can contribute more as 

part of their dues. 

Exciting News From the Task Group Front : 
Readers of Brother #3 read statements from the 
Sexual Harassment and Men's Studies Task Groups 
that described their efforts. In this issue, you'll 
also find reports from Cooper Thompson on the 
Homophobia Task Group, which has been exchanging 
letters, facilitated a newsletter, collected biblio¬ 
graphic materials and resources, and plans workshops 
for the conference in Washington, and also from 
Terry Cosgrove of the Reproductive Rights Task 
Group, which is also planning workshops for Wash¬ 
ington. Terry's thought, shared by many of us, 

is that electoral politics--"getting rid of Reagan 
and the other cowboy reactionaries" as he put 
is--is central to all our efforts in the coming 
year. In addition, the Cultural Work Task Group, 
facilitated by Geof Morgan, John Paul, and Willie 
Sordill is also communicating through a newsletter, 
and planning for cultural participation at the 
conference in Washington. The task groups on Domestic 
Violence and Rape have combined and are planning 

a major meeting of anti-rape and battery groups 
prior to the Washington Conference (Friday night 
plenery, Saturday workshops) and also planning 
C-R and workshops for the conference itself. 

Finally, we come to the conference in Wash¬ 
ington. Or rather, we will all come to the con¬ 

ference in Washington, which promises to be one 
of the best. Jeff Beane (National Conference Planner) 
has been working closely with the Washington group, 
which includes Tim McGaughey, Alan Gross, Ron 
Smith. The National Council is planning several 
times for members to discuss issues of specific 

concern: there will be a general membership meeting, 
meetings of task groups. Action Position Committees, 
and a general forum where participants at the 
conference can address their concerns and questions 
directly to the members of the council. Given 
the exciting blend of organizational, political, 
personal, and cultural events scheduled for this 
conference, we look forward to it with eager 
anticipation and hopes for a shared vision and 
commitment forged from loving struggle. 
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Homophobia Task 
Group Report 

Cooper Thompson 



When I received a letter last spring announcing 
the formation of Task Groups within the National 

Organization for Men, my interest was sparked 

by the proposed Task Group on Homophobia. For 

years, I had been confronting my own fears and 
had felt considerable frustration in my stifled 
interactions with other males; I also felt angry 
at some men's hostility towards gay men or those 
"suspected" of being gay. I knew that these respon¬ 
ses were components of homophobia--both mine and 
other men's—but I struggled in knowing what to 

do about them. 

For example, I once 
was asked by a high school 
teacher to give a guest 
presentation on male roles 
she hoped that I might 
help her deal with four 
boys who, by ridicule 
and their status as phys¬ 
ically impossing athletes, 
had intimidated the other 
boys in the class. We 
talked about how boys 
got status in that school 
and how they got put down 
by others. I was told 
that the most humiliating 
put down was being called 
a "fag." The list of be¬ 
haviors which could elicit 
the name calling filled 
two large chalkboards. I 
got the sense that a boy 
in this school had to con¬ 
form to rigid, narrow 
standards of masculinity. 

I, too, felt this pressure and became very conscious 
of my mannerisms in fron of the group. Partly from 
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exasperation, I decided to test the seriousness 

of these assertions. Since one of the four boys 
had some streaks of pink in his shirt, and since 
he had told me that wearing pink was grounds for 

being called a fag, I told him that I thought 

that he was a fag. The classed laughed, except 

for him; instead, he said, "I'm going to kill 
you." (Looking back, I question whether my name 
calling was appropriate, but I'm still struck 
by the power of labelling. Obviously, these boys' 
homophobia was a force exerting enormous control 
over their lives). 

I'm sure that many of us in the men's movement 
have similar stories. Unfortunately, we've too 
often been in the position of the boys in the 
class, either as victims of other males' ridicule 
and attacks, or as boys and men feeling a desperate 
need to defend our masculinity. Twenty men in 
the National Organization for Changing Men have 
joined the Homophobia Task Group as one way to 
address these concerns. We're gey and straight, 
young and old, each struggling with our own homo¬ 
phobia and each committed to challenging it both 
for our own safety and that of other men and boys. 
(Although many of us have never met, we've had 
an active and enthusiastic correspondence through 
the mail). 

As Task Group leader, it's my job to co¬ 
ordinate our talents and efforts. So far, we've 
assembled a small resource library on homophobia. 
The list is a bit thin; we've discovered that 
there are generally few materials--research, theory, 
or anectdotes--on homophobia. We hope to develop 
our own position papers and articles on homophobia. 
We've been working, too, on a comprehensive def¬ 
inition of homophobia, one which includes both 
the fear and hatred of gays and the fear of being 
perceived as gay. Both parts of the definition 
seem crucial to us. 

We're also currently working on the following 
projects: 

-- a review of the literature: collecting 
information to establish ourselves as 
a resource center for homophobia within 
the men's movement; 
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Continued from page 3... 

development of workshop formats: to 

present at least two workshops on homophobia 
at the National Conference and, to develop 
workshop formats for other men to use 
in consciousness-raising and facilitated 

groups; 

development of position papers and 

articles, collection of personal stories, 
and development of techniques for teaching 

about and reducing homophobia. 

Our ambitions may be bigger than our available 
time and energy, but I sense that the Task Group 
has stimulated each of us to do much more than 
we could have done alone. (Although I wish we 
could see each other regularly, we seem to be 
doing well through the mails. Besides, it heightens 
our anticipation of meeting in Washington.) We 
welcome new members, and we look forward to high 
levels of participation in the workshops on homo¬ 
phobia in Washington. Many of you, I'm sure, have 
stories to tell and much to teach us about homo¬ 
phobia. To speak it is the first and much needed 
step in eradicating it. 


Reproductive Rights 
Task Group Report 

Terry Cosgrove 

Since 1977, those who oppose reproductive 
choice in the U.S. have been successful in severly 
restricting access to abortion for poor women, 
young women, and federal employees. All but nine 
states have ended Medicaid-funded abortions, while 
federal funds are no longer available even if 
the pregnancy resulted from rape or incest. 

In 1984, opponents of reproductive choice 
are one step away from outlawing abortion for 
all women, under all circumstances, for all time. 
Their strategy is a Constitutional amendment which 
would invalidate the landmark 1973 Supreme Court 
decisions ( Roe vs. Wade ) that decriminalized ab¬ 
ortion in the U.S. 



Clearly, the fate of reproductive rights, as 
recognized by both pro-choice and anti-choice act¬ 
ivists, is directly 
tied to the defeat 
of Ronald Reagan 
and anti-choice U.S. 

Senators up for re- 
election in November. 

Reagan is deeply 
committed to out¬ 
lawing abortion and 
his mechanism for 
doing so rests with 
his anti-choice app¬ 
ointments to the 
Supreme Court which 
must be confirmed 
by the present anti¬ 
choice Senate. The 
bad news is that 
five pro-choice 

justices are all over the age of 75 and several are 
reportedly very ill and are waiting until after the 
election to resign from the court. If re-elected, 
Reagan will get several more appointments which will 
result in abortion becoming illegal again, making 
millions of women subject to back-alley and self- 

induced abortions. As was the case prior to 1973, 

thousands of women will suffer immeasurable health 
consequences and many will die. 

As facilitator of the Reproductive Rights 
Task Group, I trust that each NOCM member will 

take seriously the challenge of joining national, 
state and local pro-choice organizations in their 
various efforts to defeat Reagan and anti-choice 
U.S. Senators on November 6th. Regardless of our 
feelings about electoral politics, 1984 will de¬ 
termine the future of reproductive rights for 
decades to come. Just registering to vote will 

not be enough. We must spend the next seven months 
assisting with the registration of millions of 
unregistered people who can make a difference 
on November 6th. We must see to it that pro-choice 
candidates for president, congress and state leg¬ 
islatures receive the necessary support by means 
of grassroots organizing and money to remove the 
looming threat of illegal abortions. On November 
7th, it will be too late to act! 

Public opinion polls indicate that 85% of 
all Americans are opposed to a Constitutional 
amendment banning abortion. Not unlike other organ¬ 
izations concerned with reproductive rights, NOCM's 
Reproductive Rights Task Group might do well to 
concentrate its efforts on public education both 
within and outside our organization. This education 
will, we hope, lead to action. At the D.C. Men's 
Conference, the Reproductive Rights Task Group 
will need to decide on its focus for the months 
to come and beyond in cooperation with other pro- 
choice organizations. 

Anyone with suggestions or ideas as to how 
the Reproductive Rights Task Group might be most 
effective, can contact Terry Cosgrove, 1012 W. 
Stoughton, Urbana, Illinois, 61801. At this time, 
the task group needs additional members. 
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Power and 
Patriarchy 


Joseph Pleck 


(This essay by Joe Pleck is not new, but if 
you've never read it, you should. It's one of the 
major theoretical analyses on which the anti-sexist 
men's movement has been based up to now. -Ed.) 

MEN'S POWER WITH OTHER MEN 

In recent years, we have come to understand 
that relations between men and women are governed 
by a sexual politics that exists outside individual 
men's and women's needs and choices. It. has taken 
us much longer to recognize that there is a sys¬ 
tematic sexual politics of male-male relationships 
as well. Under patriarchy, men's relationships 
with other men cannot help but be shaped and pattern¬ 
ed by patriarchal norms, though they are less obvious 
than the norms governing male-female relationships. 
A society could not have the kinds of power dynamics 
that exist between women and men in our society 
without certain kinds of systematic power dynamics 
operating among men as well. 

Men do not just happily bond together to oppress 
women. In addition to hierarchy over women, men 
create hierarchies and rankings among themselves 
according to criteria of "masculinity." Men at 
each rank of masculinity compete with each other, 
with whatever resources they have, for the diff¬ 
erential payoffs that patriarchy allows men. 

Men in different societies choose different 
grounds on which to rank each other. Many societies 
use the simple facts of age and physical strength 
to stratify men. Our society stratifies men according 
to physical strength and athletic ability in the 
early years, but later in life focuses on success 
with women and ability to make money. 



In our society, one of the most critical rankings 
among men deriving from patriarchal sexual politics 
is the division between gay and straight men. This 
division has powerful negative consequences for 
for gay men and gives straight men privileges. 
But in addition, this division has a larger symbolic 
meaning. Our society uses the male heterosexual- 
homosexual dichotomy as a central symbol for all 
the rankings of masculinity, for the division on 
any grounds between males who are "real men" and 
have power and males who are not. Any kind of power¬ 
lessness or refusal to compete becomes imbued with 
the imagery of homosexuality. In the men's movement 
documentary film Men's Lives , a high school male 
who studies modern dance says that others often 
think he is gay because he is a dancer. When asked 
why, he gives three reasons: because dancers are 
"free and loose," because they are "not big like 
football players," and because "you're not trying 
to kill anybody." The patriarchal connection: if 
you are not trying to kill other men, you must 
be gay. 



Another dramatic example of men's use of homo¬ 
sexual derogations as weapons in their power struggle 
with each other comes from a document which provides 
one of the richest case studies of the politics 
of male-male relationships to yet appear: Woodward 
and Bernstein's The Final Days . Ehrlichman jokes 
that Kissinger is queer, Kissinger calls an unnamed 
colleague a psychopathic homosexual, and Haig jokes 
that Nixon and Rebozo are having a homosexual rel¬ 
ationship. From the highest ranks of male power 
to the lowest, the gay-straight division is a central 
symbol of all the forms of ranking and power rel¬ 
ationships which men put on each other. 

The relationships between the patriarchal strat¬ 
ification and competition which men experience 
with each other and men's patriarchal domination 
of women are complex. Let us briefly consider several 
points of interconnection between them. First, 
women are used as symbols of success in men' s comp¬ 
etition with each other. It is sometimes thought 
that competition for women is the ultimate source 
of men's competition with each other. There is 
considerable reason, however, to see women not 
as the ultimate source of male-male competition, 
but rather as only symbols in a male contest where 
real roots lie much deeper. 

Second, women often play a mediating role in 
the patriarchal struggle among men. Women get to¬ 
gether with each other, and provide the social 
lubrication necessary to smooth over men's inability 
to relate to each other non-competitively. 

A modern myth, James Dickey's Deliverence , 
portrays what happens when men's relationships 
with each other are not mediated by women. According 
to Carolyn Heilburn, the central message of Dd1iv- 
erence is that when men get beyond the bounds of 
civilization, which really means beyond the bounds 
of the civilizing effects of women, men rape and 
murder each other. 

A third function women play in male-male sexual 
politics is that relationships with women provide 
men a refuge from the dangers and stresses of re¬ 
lating to other males. Traditional relationships 
with women have provided men a safe place in which 
they can recuperate from the stresses they have 
absorbed in their daily struggle with other men, 
and in which they can express their needs without 
fearing that these needs will be used against them. 
If women begin to compete with men and .have power 
in their own right, men are threatened by the loss 
of this refuge. 


-Continued on next page 



























Continued from page 5... 

MEN'S POWER IN SOCIETY 

At one level, men's social identity is defined 
by the power they have over women and the power 

they can compete for against other men. But at 
another level, most men have very little power 
over their own lives. How can we understand this 
paradox? 

The major demand to which men must accede in 

contemporary society is that they play their required 
role in the economy. But this role is not intrin¬ 
sically satisfying. The social researcher Daniel 

Yankelovich has suggested that about 802 of U.S. 
male workers experience their jobs as intrinsically 
meaningless and onerous. They experience their 
jobs and themselves as worthwhile only through 
priding themselves on the hard work and personal 
sacrifice they are making to be breadwinners for 
their families. Accepting these hardships reaffirms 
their role as family providers and therefore as 
true men. 

Linking the breadwinner role to masculinity 
in this way has several consequences for men. Men 

can get psychological payoffs from their jobs which 
these jobs never provide in themselves. By training 
men to accept payment for their work in feelings 
of masculinity rather than in feelings of satis¬ 
faction, men will not demand that their jobs be 
made more meaningful, and as a result, jobs can 
be designed for the more important goal of generating 
profits. Further, the connection between work and 
masculinity makes men accept unemployment as their 
personal failing as males, rather than analyze 
and change the profit-based economy whose inevitable 
dislocations make them unemployed or unemployable. 

Men's jobs are increasingly structured as if 
men had no direct roles or responsibilities in 
the f amily--indeed, as if they did not have families 
at all. But paradoxically, at the same time that 
men's responsibilities in the family are reduced 
to facilitate more efficient performance of their 
work role, the increasing dehumanization of work 
means that the satisfaction which jobs give men 
is, to an increasing degree, on ly the satisfaction 
of fulfilling the family breadwinner role. 

The relative privilege that men get from sexism, 
and more importantly the false consciousness of 
privilege men get from sexism, play a critical 
role in reconciling men to their subordination 
in the larger political economy. This analysis 
does not imply that men's sexism will go away if 
they gain control over their own lives, or that 
men do not have to deal with their sexism until 


they gain this control. I disagree with both. Rather, 
my point is that we cannot fully understand men's 
sexism or men's subordination in the larger society 
unless we understand how deeply they are related. 

Finally, a fourth function of women in males' 
patriarchal competition with each other is to reduce 
the stress of competition by serving as an under¬ 
class . As Elizabeth Janeway has written in Between 
Myth and Morning , under patriarchy women represent 
the lowest status, a status to which men can fall 
only under the most exceptional circumstances, 
if at all. Competition among men is serious, but 
its intensity is mitigated by the fact that there 
is a lowest possible level to which men cannot 
fall. One reason men fear women's liberatio-n, writes 
Janeway, is that the liberation of women will take 
away this unique underclass status of women. Men 
will not risk falling lower than ever before, into 
a new underclass composed of the weak of both sexes. 
Thus, women's liberation means that the stakes 
of patriarchal failure for men are higher than 
they have been before, and that it is even more 
important for men not to lose. 

Thus, men's patriarchal competition with each 
other makes use of women as symbols of success, 
as mediators, as refuges, and as an underclass. 
In each of these roles, women are dominated by 
men in ways that derive directly from men's struggle 
with each other. Men need to deal with the sexual 
politics of their relationships with each other 
if they are to deal fully with the sexual politics 
of their relationships with women. 

Ultimately, we have to understand that patriarchy 
has two halves which are intimately related to 
each other. Patriarchy is a dual system, a system 
in which men oppress women, and in which men oppress 
themselves and each other. At one level, challenging 
one part of patriarchy inherently leads to chal¬ 
lenging the other. This is one way to interpret 
why the idea of women's liberation so soon led 
to the idea of men's liberation, which in my view 
ultimately means freeing men from the patriarchal 
sexual dynamics they now experience with each other. 
But because the patriarchal sexual dynamics of 
male-male relationships are less obvious than those 
of male-female relationships, men face a real danger: 
while the patriarchal oppression of women may be 
lessened as a result of the women's movement, the 
patriarch-al oppression of men may be untouched. 
The real danger for men posed by the attack that 
the women's movement is making on patriarchy is 
not that this attack will go too far, but that 
it will not go far enough. Ultimately, men cannot 
go any further in relating to women as equals than 
they have been able to go in relating to other 
men as equals. 

















POETRY 



Grandaddy Was An Engineer 

He wore his pockets high and patience low 
He had a railroad watch he carried around 
And he laid my grandma down. 

She was typing for a living when 

He saw her through the door 

The delta sun was steaming 

She had miners blood, never felt the heat 

But his looking laid her low. 

She put up her hair 

In the Valley of the Moon 

Waited for a steady man 

And swallowed a bitter tongue 

The air smelled ripe like apricots 

And he kept strutting around 

Till he wore my grandma down. 

His mama was real gentle, 

She raised him in the Church 
But at night he heard the whistle 
And felt the furrows dance- 
One morning he was gone 
Without a backwards glance. 

And babies came while he whistled a tune 
About smoke and the endless line 
His friends were ladies he met at night, 
and their shoes and satin 
And hats and gloves were all rpal fine. 

The poppies came up on the hills 
The mud and drought through the door 
The babies got older and didn't say much- 
Mama was quiet and their daddy always gone 
And the word they knew was poor. 

Grandaddy was an Engineer 

Who drove a big steam train 

He gave my grandma ribbons 

To match her long light hair 

And long dark nights and kids who left 

And said they didn't care. 

No one knew what he found 

In the song of the delta flats 

And no one knew if she said hard words 

So he craved that night train sound- 

Or if her back was curved from remembering 

The times he laid her down. 


Dirge 

1-2-3 was the number he played but today the number 
came 3-2-1; 

bought his carbide at 30 and it went to 29; had the 
favorite at Bowie but the track was slow-- 

O, executive type, would you like to drive a floating 
power, knee action, silk upholstered six? Wed a 
Hollywood star? Shoot the course in 58? Draw to 
the ace, king, jack? 

O, fellow with a will who won't take no, watch out for 
three cigarettes on the same single match; O, 
democratic voter born in August under Mars, beware 
of liquidated rails-- 

Denouement to denouement, he took a personal pride in 
the certain, certain way he lived his own, private 
life, 

but nevertheless, they shut off his gas; nevertheless 

the bank foreclosed; nevertheless the landlord called; 

nevertheless, the radio broke, 

And twelve o'clock arrived just once too often, 

just the same he wore one grey tweed suit, bought 
one straw hat, drank one straight scotch, walked 
one short step, took one long look, drew one deep 
breath, just one too many. 

And wow he died as wow he lived, 

going whop to the office and blooie home to sleep 
and biff got married and bam had children and oof 
got fired, 

zowie did he live and zowie did he die. 

With who the hell are you at the corner of his casket, 
and where the hell we going on the right hand 
silver knob, 

and who the hell cares walking second from the 
end with and American Beauty wreath 
from why the hell not. 

Very much missed by the circulation staff of the New 
York Evening Post; deeply deeply mourned by the 
B.M.T. 

Wham Mr. Roosevelt; pw, Sears Roebuck; awk, big dipper; 
bop, summer rain; 

bong, Mr., bong, Mr., bong, Mr., bong. 


Kenneth Fearing 


He-Who-Ca me-Forth 

Somehow nineteen years ago 
clumsily passionate 
I drew into me the seed 
of a man- 

and bore it, cast it out- 

man-seed that grew 

and became a person 

whose subtle mind and quick heart 

though I beat him, hurt him, 
while I fed him, loved him, 

now stand byond me, out in the world 

beyond my skin 

beautiful and strnage as if 

I had given birth to a tree. 


-Lynn Wenzel 
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HE-MAN: He-Man and the Masters of the Universe, 

a collection of muscle-bound figures that are 
in effect dolls for boys is "one of the hottest- 
selling toy phenomena of recent years," according 
to an article in the Wall Street Journal. Walter 
Reid, sales manager for F.A.O. Schwartz, says 
He-Man is almost as hot as Cabbage Patch Dolls. 
"No toy store worth its salt would want to be 
without them." 




AIDS UPDATE: The almost certain 

discovery of the virus that causes 
AIDS--through Fench and American 
research--provides a new basis for 
understanding the disease, and poss¬ 
ibly new approaches to treatment. 
At the same time, the immediate pros¬ 
pects for a blood test to identify 
people who have been infected by 
the virus is generating concern in 
the gay community. Edward Ortleb, 
editor of The Native , a New York 
gay paper, said that "It's a potential 
social as well as personal nightmare. 
It could easily become one more thing 
that the homophobic bigots of America 
could use against us." 


ROUND-UP is a regular feature of Brother . Readers 
are invited to send news clippings, announcements, 
and items of interest to and about men and the 
men's movement (including regional and local activ¬ 
ities) to: Round-Up, c/o Joseph Pleck, Center 
for Research o*n Women, Wellesley College, Wellesly, 
MA 02181. Items of more academic interest appear 
in the newsletter of the Men's Studies Task Group. 


A.F.S.C. CONFERENCE PLANNED: The 

New York metropolitan region of the 
American Friends Service Committee 
is planning a conference on men's issues. 


PRACTICAL CONTRACEPTIVE PILLS FOR MEN aren't likely 
soon, says a new survey, "Birth Control Technologies: 
Prospects by the Year 2000." All the research— 
mostly in China, using a byproduct of cottonseed 
processing--hasn' t yet produced a male pill that 
works safely in animals, and testing in humans 
would take at least a decade, says the author 
of the survey. Dr. Michael J.K. Harper, a professor 
at the University of Texas Health Center in San 
Antonio. 


M. vs. M: New York-- M. : Gentle Men for Gender 

Justice is suing Fairchild Publications for trade¬ 
mark infringement in federal court, because of 
the latter's decision to call its new men's magazine 
M. An article in Advertising Age quoted M^'s Michael 
Biernbaum as saying that the Fairchild title "takes 
our name away from us and changes what the name 
means in the eyes of the country." Biernbaum noted 
that Mj_ has its trademark application in ahead 
of M's, and has "common law usage" because of 
publishing under that name the past five years. 
Fairchild's M is a life-style and fashion pub¬ 
lication with an initial circulation of 58,400; 
its subscribers have a median income of $67,000. 


FATHERHOOD FORUMS: Forget about ties, sweaters, 

and other traditional Father's Day gifts. This 
Father's Day weekend. Fatherhood Forums will take 

place in six major U.S. cities: Boston, Chicago, 
Houston, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, and New York. 

The Forum series was launched in 1983 in New York 
City by the Fatherhood Project at Bank St. College, 
with a sold-out event bringing together over 400 
men and women--parents and professionals--for 
workshops, films, and exhibits touching on virtually 
every aspect and varieties of fatherhood today. 
This year, the series expands to six cities where 
co-sponsoring organizations are adapting the Forum 
to fit local needs. They have lined up such featured 
speakers as Kareem Abdul-Jabar, John Ritter, 

and Sen. Paul Tsongas. 

DELIVERANCE: Author James Dickey would no doubt 

like to be delivered from the death threats he 
often gets. Dickey's novel Deliverance , a stark 
tale of male-male violence in the world beyond 
the bounds of civilization, helped popularize 
white-water canoeing. Dickey says he receives 
many such calls from people upset about relatives 
or friends who have been killed while canoeing. 
Dickey's novel was the basis for a movie starring 
Burt Reynolds. 

MEN'S ISSUES TASK FORCE: The Men's Issues Task 
Force of the American Library Association is pub¬ 
lishing a quarterly newsletter and distributing 
an information packet. Contact: P.0. Box 740, 
College Park, MD 20740. 


MICHAEL: Chicago (March ll)--Louis Farrakhan, 

leader of a Black Muslim sect, has called upon 
black youths to reject the "female-acting, sissified" 
image of the singer Michael Jackson. Farrakhan 
blamed Jackson, recent winner of eight Grammy 
awards, for a style that "is not wholesome for 
our young boys" and "actually ruins our young 
men and makes our young women have nothing to 
look up to as a real man in their own lives." 
Farrakhan's criticism was made in the same radio 
broadcast in which he threatened a Washington 
Post reporter. 


MARRIAGES BETTER AFTER HUSBAND'S HEART ATTACK?: 

In a study of 40 couples, John L. Michela of Teach¬ 
ers College reported that despite the stresses 
following a husband's heart attack, a year later 
both husband and wife find they are happier in 
the marriage than they were before the attack. 
"How a husband deals with the heart attack affects 
his wife's marital satisfaction. How she deals 
with it affects his," says Michela. "Marriages 
can get better if you learn that you love your 
partner and your partner loves you." 
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SECOND THOUGHTS: In late April, NBC broadcasted 
"Second Thoughts on Being Single," a documentary 
on the current status of the "sexual revolution." 
According to a review by Jack Thomas in the Boston 
Globe, "men are depicted as solely sexual creatures, 
somewhat shabby in their treatment of women, and 
utterly unaware even of what women are talking 
about in matters of the heart--an inane general¬ 
ization on NBC's part." 
























ROUND-UP 



THE PHANTOM: When the Phantom, who ranks with 

Superman and Tarzan as Sweden's most famous comic 
book hero, finally married his longtime sweetheart, 
Diana, his admirers took it in stride. When his 
wife gave birth to twins, his fans kept their 
cool. But when the mysterious masked avenger appear¬ 
ed in the nursery changing diapers, sales of The 
Phantom, the biggest-selling comic in the country 
(circulation 130,000), hit an all-time low. Angry 
young readers demanded to know why their hero 
had "gone soft:" 

TEEN FATHERS: The Teen Father Collaboration (Bank 

St. College, 610 W. 112th, New York, NY 10025) 
is a two-year national demonstration and research 
project investigating the most effective ways 
of reaching and serving teen fathers. The program 
runs in agencies in eight cities, with support 
from the Ford Foundation and eight community found¬ 
ations. The project brochure notes: "The adolescent 
father is often stereotyped as one who victimizes 
his partner and abandons his family. This character¬ 
ization is now being questioned. Teen fathers, 
like teen mothers, may in fact need and benefit 
from services which help them assume parental 
responsibility." 

NTL INSTITUTE, the leading training institution 
in the organizational development field, offered 
1983-84 programs on "The paradox of masculinity: 

A personal and professional workshop for men" 
and "Images: A personal and professional development 
workshop for men," both conducted by Michael Merrill. 

JUDGE'S VASECTOMY ORDER UPHELD: An Alabama judge 

who told a divorced father to have a vasectomy 
because there are "enough pickaninnies in this 
world" cannot be sued under federal civil rights 
laws, the U.S. Court of Appeals ruled in November, 
1983. The court ruled that although the judge 
"egregiously erred" in making the comment, he 
was acting within Alabama law. The father in fact 
later had a vasectomy, and the judge thereafter 
awarded him the house. The father filed a lawsuit 
against the judge later. 

CHUNKS: Women should lower their sights...and 

consider Chunks , the subject of a book by Patty 
Brown and Anna Sequoia. What are chunks? They 
are non-hunks who don't look like Richard Gere, 
but they're heterosexual, plentiful, and available 
for commitment, marriage, and children, say the 
authors. Published by M. Evans and Co., Chunks 
profiles 12 men who typify this new masculine 
ideal. 

CATHOLIC MEN AND ABORTION: The January/February 

1984 issue of Conscience: The Voice of Pro-Choice 
Catholics (2008 17th St. NW, Washington, DC 20009) 
includes feature articles on Catholic men and 
abortion by Arthur Shostak and by Roger Wade. 

"MEN'S CHANGING ROLES: IMPLICATIONS FOR MANAGEMENT 
AND MARKETING" was the theme of the Wellesley 
College Center for Research on Women's 4th Annual 
Corporate Conference, held May 25. Presentations 
included "Raising male consciousness in the work¬ 
place" (Phillip Sardella, Digital Equipment Corp.), 
"Employment policies supporting fathers" (Joseph 
Pleck), and "From bureaucracy to network" (Herbert 
Shepard). 

PROSTATE CANCER: Daytona Beach (April 4)--A new 

treatment for Prostate cancer--the second leading 
cause of cancer death in men--is proving enormously 
effective, even in advanced cases where the cancer 
has spread. The treatment, developed by Dr. Fernand 
Labrie, of Laval University Medical Center in 
Quebec, uses drugs that prevent the cancer from 
receiving male hormones, androgens, that enhance 
the cancer's growth. After 18 months of treatment, 
over 95% of Labrie's patients survived, compared 



to 65% of patients treated with conventional ther¬ 
apies . 

HOMOPHOBIA AND EDUCATION: Interracial Books for 

Children Bulletin (vol. 14, #3-4, 1983) has pub¬ 

lished a special issue on "Homophobia and Education: 
How to Deal with Name-Calling." The issue includes 
articles on the nature of homophobia and its re¬ 
lationship to other forms of oppression, the role 
of homophobia has traditionally played in the 

rearing of children, and lesson and action plans 
for educators. Contact: CIBC, 1841 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10023. 

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? The Italian Association for 
Voluntary Sterilization has a memorable new campaign 
to publicize vasectomy. Postcards show a rather 
macho man who boasts, "I want to be sterilized 
because I cannot find a condom big enough to fit 
me." No word on results yet. 

CHILD SUPPORT BILL CLEARS SENATE: Washington 

(April 26)--The Senate voted unanimously to require 
child-support payments to be withheld from the 
paychecks, and deducted from the federal tax re¬ 

funds, of parents who are in arrears. The House 
gave its approval to a similar bill last November. 
The Senate and House bills, which must be reconciled 
in conference, are designed to reduce what is 

believed to be the increasing failure of fathers 
to support their children. 

CHANGING MEN'S BOOKSHELF carries many of the items 
referred to in Roundup, as well as elsewhere in 

this issue. Contact: CMB, Food for Thought Books, 
67 N. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 01002. For a price 
list, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

CURRENT PUBLICATIONS: Ms. Magazine 's August 1984 

issue will be a special issue on men. Voices: 
The Art and Science of Psychotherapy will shortly 
publish a special issue on men, as will the news¬ 
letter of the Association for Humanistic Psychology 
in June. The February issue of East-West Journal 
and the March/April issue of Yoga Journal also 
focus on men's roles. Women's Studies International 
Forum is planning a special issue on "Men: A Case 
Study in Sexual Politics." Medical Self-Care 
(P.O. Box 717, Inverness, CA 94937 ) recently pub¬ 
lished Men's Health , a collection of all articles 
in men's health issues published in MSC through 
issue #21. 
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Regional f . 


ROCHESTER MEN'S NETWORK: The Rochester Men’s 

Network (P.O. Box 10514, Rochester, NY 14610) 
is planning programs this spring on "Friends and 
Lovers," "Men and Pornography," and "Our Heroes, 
Past and Present." 

NORTHEAST: Following the last Regional Gathering 

of the Northeast Men's Movement in Amherst in 
November, 1983, 23 men formed a steering committee 

to carry on the work begun at that conference 
in creating a regional men's movement. Reaching 
Out (906 S. 49th St., Philadelphia, PA 19143, 
$8/yr) provides news of regional activities in 
the northeast.* 

MIDWEST MEN'S CONFERENCE 1984: The Men's Center 
of Madison and The Great Lakes Men's Network are 
sponsoring a pro-feminist, gay/lesbian affirmative 
men's conference in Madison, September 7-9, 1984. 

For information, contact MMC84, P.O. Box 1122, 
Madison, WI 53701. 

THE CHICAGO MEN'S GATHERING (P.O. Box 11076, Chicago 
IL 60611) published a new issue of its newsletter 
in February 1984. This issue includes three articles 
analyzing pro's and con's of the use of a large 
city hotel as the site of the organization's 9th 
Men and Masculinity conference. 

THE BOSTON MEN'S CENTER sponsored an evening of 
"Men's Music and Poetry" on May 13th. It is also 
facilitating the formation of consciousness-raising 
groups. 



Men in Therapy: 
The Warrior Within 

Jed Diamond 

I have been a therapist for 19 years. Most 
of my clients have been men, and over the years, 
the issues men come to resolve have changed markedly. 
Men are coming into therapy more readily, with 
less outside pressure. Their involvement seems 
based more on their inner process, and less on 
what they "think" they should be feeling. There 
is less feeling that "therapy" is only for women, 
or men who are "crazy, " and a greater acceptance 
that men too deserve a better life. Underlying 
this is a greater level of trust -- in themselves 
and in others — that men are beginning to feel. 

Many heterosexual men now actively seek a 
more equal relationship with the women in their 
lives, looking for help putting into practice 
their desires for equality. Other men complain 
that they have become "too sensitive" to women; 
they support equality but often feel that they've 
lost touch with themselves. Many men are quite 
successful in the "outside world" but seem lost 
at home and impoverished in their "inner world." 

One man, speaking for many I see, described himself 
as a "tiger at work, a wimp at home." 

The Women's Movement, the War in Vietnam, 
and changing work patterns, combined to encourage 
men to question our values. Increasing numbers 
of us in the 60's and the 70's felt the old macho 
values were not working and we sought a greater 
gentleness in our lives. In giving up values that 
supported violence and domination, many of us 
also gave up our spontaneity, power, and passion, 
or as poet, Robert Bly put it "life-preserving, 
but not exactly life-giving." 

Many of us have found that making changes 
to please women helps us initially to experience 
new ways of being. But unless the changes connect 
with our own hearts and souls and are felt to 


THE NEW YORK CENTER FOR MEN sponsored a talk by 
NBOCM Spokesperson Bob Brannon on May 6th, on 
"Masculinity, Femininity, and Other Perversions." 

CALIFORNIA: The Men's Alternatives to Violence 

(MATV) Task Group of the California Anti-Sexist 
Men's Political (CAMP) Caucus will be holding 
their 4th Annual Conference—For People Who Work 
With Men Who Batter on the weekend of June 8- 
10th, 1984. Lenore Walker, author of The Battered 

Woman will be the keynote speaker. 

THE 7th CALIFORNIA MEN'S GATHERING will be held 

September 7-10th in the foothills east of Los 
Angeles. Over 200 men and women will gather from 

throughout the state to attend workshops, cultural 
events and network with other feminists in the 
state. Contact the 7th CMG, P.O. Box 83442, Los 
Angeles, CA 90083-3442 for more information. 

GAY MEN AND LESBIANS OF TEXAS: come participate 

in the 1984 Gay/Lesbian Conference being held 

in Austin, Texas and sponsored by the Texas Gay/ 
Lesbian Task Force. Registration will begin Friday 
night August 31st with panel discusions, forums, 
guest speakers, and special entertainment events 
beginning Saturday morning and lasting throughout 
the Labor Day weekend, concluding Monday afternoon, 
September 3rd. For more information, write: Conf¬ 
erence '84, P.O. Box 13508, Austin TX 78711. 


be truly in our own best interests as well as 
in the interests of the woman, we often begin 
to have trouble. We often find that our intellect 
says one thing, while our inner feelings say the 
opposite. We begin to rebel, sometimes actively, 
more often passively. Both men and women are often 
confused and dismayed as they see their desire 
for equality end in anger and bitterness. 

The increased interest men have in sharing 
custody of the children following a divorce mixes 
these feelings. On the one hand it is an expression 
of greater love and affection men have for their 
children and the greater role they have been playing 
as fathers. It also reflects a great deal of the 
anger men feel as they blame women for their dis¬ 
illusionment and pain. 

If we could summarize the ideal 50's man 
as "Macho" and the 60's-70's man as "Liberated," 
a model for the man of the 80's might be the 
"Warrior-Within." 

In my own life, I looked first for feelings 
of "manliness" in the macho images I grew up with, 
then to the strong women around me and the feminine 
side within me. More recently I have been searching 
for this wholeness by again looking inside. Nine 
years ago I joined a men's group. I learned to 
stop blaming my ex-wife, lovers, and mother for 
my life choices, and myself for not being "lib¬ 
erated" enough. I have begun to honor my inner 
voice, and as a result, I have gotten closer to 
men than ever before. 

By going within to confront my fears of death 
and destruction, I have found a warrior--not a 
warrior that kills, but one committed to life. 

I had believed that if I really looked deeply 
within I would encounter a demon so terrible it 
would kill those around me or so seductive I would 
give up my separate existence and merge back into 
the womb. What I found instead was an energy that 
is deep and dark, spontaneous and powerful, yet 
deeply loving and compassionate. I've found that 
getting in touch with the warrior within means, 
as Robert Bly says, "religious life for a man 
in the broadest sense of the phrase." 
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9th National Men 
and Masculinity 
Conference 

Tim McGaughey 

(Tim is the coordinator for the 9th National Conf¬ 
erence on Men & Masculinity. While he is the sole 
author of this article, he wants it to be known that 
there are a number of people who are responsible 
for the conference). 

Our 9th National Conference on Men' and Masc¬ 
ulinity is just about to begin (or by the time you 
read this it may have already concluded). It is with 
some trepidation that I write about our plans and 
goals for the conference as they might materialize 
in quite a different manner than we had hoped for. 
But I think it might be useful to express some 
thoughts about the 9th M&M before it begins. 

This conference was seeded from the experience 
of the 8th M&M in Ann Arbor. For me, two strong in¬ 
fluences needed to be incorporated into this conf¬ 
erence. Foremost, I wanted the 9th M&M Conference 
to be a place where we, men and women, could cel¬ 
ebrate ourselves. I realize that celebration is 
more than continous partying; it is also a sense 
of exploration of ourselves and each other. While 
that exploration is not always pleasing, the freedom 
that results from it can be. Furthermore, the pride 
that comes from that freedom is often joyful. It 
occured to me at Ann Arbor that the fear of emotional 
intimacy and homophobia often countered that freedom; 
that American men cannot celebrate with each other 
because they fear each other. For a few days during 
the 8th M&M Conference, I lived in a climate that 
put homophobia away and that allowed emotional 
intimacy to come forth in very appropriate ways. 
Homophobia is more than just a gay/straight issue, 
it is an isue that keeps men (and women) from talking 
to each other; it fuels competition. I wanted to 
be part of an event that fought homphobia and that 
opened up the event for celebration. 

Secondly, I was aware that it was time for 

us to spread the word that men's issues, as we 
have identified them, are important and they can 
make a difference in the way that people, men and 
women, act and feel toward each other. I thought 
that if we could gather enough people in one spot 
for long enough, words and actions would have to 

be noticed. I thought that the 9th M&M Conference, 
because of it's location in Washington and because 
of the growing movement of men and women, could 
accomplish this goal. 

As the nine or ten of us who functioned as 

planners met, we began to focus on the themes to 

explore during this conference. We decided to pursue 
the issues of MEN WORKING, MEN PLAYING, and MEN 
IN PEACE . We plan to focus on these issues by start¬ 
ing each day of the conference with a presentation 
on the theme before the full conference membership. 

Following, will be workshops on these themes 
and other issues. As in the past, these workshops 
range freom experiential playshops to discussions 
on the issues of men as workers, players, fathers, 
sons, lovers, fighters, and healers. 

The afternoon will start with major present¬ 
ations on issues effecting men. Major presentations 
allow large numbers of conference members to attend 
and hear important issues being discussed. This 



year some of the major presentations will explore 
issues of aging, homophobia, chemical dependency 
and masculinity, political issues effecting masc¬ 
ulinity, pornography, as well as other issues. 
We plan to have several presentations given during 
the same period. More workshops will follow the 
major presentations. 

Organizational meetings, NOCM task groups meet¬ 
ings, and regional group meetings will conclude 
the afternoon sessions. As the men's movement has 
grown larger, more space is needed to build the 
network of people involved in men's issues. 

This year we are trying something new. the 
cultural workers are giving a concert open to the 
public. In order to meet their costs for partic¬ 
ipation at the conference as a whole, they are' charg¬ 
ing a minimum fee for the Saturday night concert. 

Playing for Peace. We hope that all conference mem¬ 

bers will support the cultural workers' efforts 
by attending the concert. Because of this concert, 
the cultural workers are providing a free concert 
to the whole membership on Monday night. Other cul¬ 
tural events include a dance and various coffee¬ 
houses . 

I want to mention the choices for the sites 
of the conference. Having the conference in a hotel 
is a big difference from the previous sites (although 
it is not unprecidented for the Penn State Conference, 
the 2nd M&M, was held at a Holiday Inn after the 
college removed it's sponsorship). We had a variety 
of sites to choose from, but after considering all 
the criteria for a successful site, the Sheraton 

Washington proved to have the best accomodations. 

It offered an easily accessible site; it was central¬ 
ly located; the meeting rooms were in the same fac¬ 
ility as the living quarters (an important consid¬ 
eration); if offered inexpensive housing (believe 
it or not, the price for the quad, at $16.75, was 
cheaper than the price at the other 14 university, 
college, or other meeting facilities that we ex¬ 
plored); it offered an environment which would not 
only encourage the celebration at the conference, 
but also enough space to allow all of us to meet 
together. 

It is with the utmost hope that this conference 
will allow the celebration, exploration, and fellow¬ 
ship that has come to be the hallmark of these 
conferences. We think the Washington Conference 
will be a continuation of the grand tradition of 
the Men and Masculinity Conferences and move us 
towards the next decade of growth in the men's 
movement. 


n 























I fr9# IT^ea 
YD ‘ pu^XM^O 
6jo XTXOJd-uoN 

pxi?d aBaqsoa " S * ft 


U9J\[ SmgUBqO JOJ UOI^HZIUBSjO l^UOpBM 9lfl JO J9}}9|SM9N 9 m 

49i|)Ojq 

109^6 VO ‘PUH^HO 
30 a;ms * 3 av aieAjmj^ 0061 
uopnonpa q;i^9H s.uajft jo^ ja;u90 aqi 


uopoejsi^s qop 5 ^[JOM 

quauipuauiv sxqBxa lanbg 

aouapoTA panxas 9 edpy; 
aouapadxs AjreqxxTW 0 qx 5 uaw 
aouapopA oxqsauioa 9 But jaqqpg 
sdxqsuoTpax 0 H 0xeui 0 d- 0 Tt?W 


XU9UISSPJT2H X enx0 S 
But sxPH-ssausnoxosuoo 
sxpBth aATXonpojdan 
sanssj qxx e0 H s,uaw 
uaw jo saBeuii expaw 
sapoH X0s ? ? uistoph 

AqdajBouaod 


uaw 5 spjods 
ButBv 5 uaw 
ajnxx n 3 s,uaw 

sqqBxa Aao 
Buxjaqxng 
saxpnxs s,uaw 
axqoqdouiOH 



(dnoxo qoea jog: sanp x^nuue 0 $ apnpoux) 

Moaaa aaxsn sanodo msvx iynoixyn shx ao any Nior 

ssaaaav ao sonvhd □ 

iVMaNaa sana I I 

aiHsnaawaw MaN □ 

diz aiVis XlLid 

ssaaaav 

awvN 

'HaHiOaa oq uoxqdTJtDsqns b 
B uxpnxoux # -jA/ 53 $ aie sana dxqsjaquiaw x^ nuu V 

0Z6T9 31 uonsapj^qo '06 X03 "WD*0*N : OX 3IYW 



% waoj asHOds^/diHsaamaM 





































